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The Indiana Society of the 
Sons of the American Revolution

The Office of the Secretary
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55 Lane 148 Hamilton Lk

Hamilton, Indiana
(260) 667-3259

reticular@yahoo.com

April 13, 2013

Report to the INSSAR House of Delegates

Current Membership-

The Indiana Society currently has a total of 722 compatriots on the roster.  Of this number, 27 
are classified as ‘Junior’ members.  The Indiana Society also has 3 'Youth' members.  

As a result of the National Society eliminating the youth membership category, Youth 
members will need to convert their membership to either 'Junior' (if still under the age of 18) 
or 'Regular' before they turn 29 years of age, or lose all benefits of the Youth program.  If the 
proposed change to INSSAR Bylaw 24, Section 9 is accepted, such members will be required 
to pay chapter and state dues (at the 'Junior' level, if under 18).  If dues are not paid, they will 
dropped from the active roster, but will still be eligible to convert to a 'Regular' membership 
before the age of 29 without having to file a new application.

Since the House of Delegates Meeting of January 18th, there have been 16 compatriot 
reinstatements, no transfers to another state society, and no resignation or deactivation 
(‘drops’) activity.  There were 62 members reinstated during the end-of-year dues processing, 
but many of these were merely active members late in paying dues.  

During this period, we have lost four compatriots: Warren Elmer Galey of Tell City (Ohio 
Valley chapter), William David Jones of Trafalgar (Clarence A. Cook chapter), Justin Lloyd 
Thomas of Linton (George Rogers Clark chapter), and Lawrence Henry Wheatley of 
Brownstown (John Hay chapter).  
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Chapter Quarterly Reports-

I wish to  thank all Chapter officers who had a role in composing and submitting a Quarterly 
Report.  Thirteen of the sixteen chapters have filed a quarterly report, which is a reasonably 
satisfactory rate.

I am currently nearing completion of the digital report form, which will be provided to 
chapters.  This report is generated from the online chapter quarterly report online form.

Other Items-

Most chapters have provided me with updated chapter dues and fees costs.  As a result, it has
been possible to distribute a new Dues & Fees Schedule to the chapters, as well as our 
genealogists, who use this information perhaps more frequently than anyone else (as they 
often calculate the costs when completing an application). 

Communications with chapter officers has been accomplished in part via Notes from the 
Secretary letters, which attempt to address administrative or organizational elements not well-
suited for the Hoosier Patriot.

The Request for Waiver of State Dues form, as per INSSAR Bylaw No. 24, Section 8, was created 
and distributed during the first week of April.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dave Peters

[Prior Meeting Minutes will be inserted here in the Delegates Packet]
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Indiana Society of the Sons of the American
Revolution

Quarterly House of Delegates Meeting
19 April 2014
Fort Wayne, IN

9:30 am - Call to Order 
William E Sharp, President

Invocation 
Don Counts, Chaplin

Presentation of the Colors
INSSAR Color Guard

Pledge to the National Flag
Wayne Eells, Vice President

Pledge of the SAR Flag
Wayne Eells, Vice President

We, descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution, who, by their sacrifices, established the United 
States of American, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and our constitutional Republic and solemnly 

pledge ourselves to defend them against every foe.
Parliamentarian selection

Terry English, Chancellor

Introduction of Guests and Greetings
NSSAR – Joe Dooley, President General
NSSAR– Lance Carter, VPG Central District
NSDAR – Martha Barnhart, Treasurer General
INSDAR – Jeanie Hornung, Regent
INSCAR – Hannah Weaver, President
Ladies Aux. – April Legler, President

10:00 – Comments 
Joe Dooley, President General

10:15 – Orations/Read knight Essay /

11:00 – Judge Posters and Brochures

11:30 - Youth Awards and Recognition: Elementary School Poster, Middle School Brochure, 
Knight Essay, Eagle Scout, Rumbaugh Oration

11:45 – Lunch

12:30 – Program – Three Forts of Fort Wayne
John Beatty, ACPL

1:00 - SAR Awards and Recognition
Bill Sharp & Wayne Eells
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1:30 - The Ladies are excused for their meeting. 

Agenda approval

Chapter Roll Call for a Quorum determination David 
Peters, Secretary

Reading and approval of the minutes 
David Peters

Treasurer’s Report: 
Art Bowers

Registrar/Genealogist Report 
Robert Howell

Historian Report
Rob Pfaff

National Trustee: Report on Leadership meeting
David Betzner

District Directors
District #1 (North):

Roger Barnhart
District #2 (Central):

Matthew Boone
District #3 (Southeast):

Jerry Brown
District #4 (Southwest):

John West
NSSAR Color Guard Representative

Robert Cunningham

INSSAR STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS – see Delegate packet
Audit – 

John Boone

Finance: 
Steve Oberlin

Budget
Art Bowers

State Color Guard…
Robert Cunningham

George Washington Fund: 
Roger Barnhart

Medals and Awards
Wayne Eells

Membership & Chapter Development : 
Allen Manning
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State Website
Steve Oberlin

INSSAR PROGRAM CHAIRS: see Delegate packet
Americanism & Flag Recognition 

Mark Kreps

Children of the American Revolution
Rick Smurdon

Hoosier Patriot:  
Jeff Hornung

Eagle Scout
Randy Hillenburg

Knight Essay Contest
Doug Wilson

ROTC/JROTC… 
Robert Howell

Rumbaugh Orations Contest
Luke Jacobus

Ladies Auxiliary
April Legler

Revolutionary War Graves and Patriot Grave Registry: Ron 
Burkhart

Veterans’ Programs/American Legion and VFW… Kevin Waldroup

Operation Ancestor Search
Gordon Bell

Unfinished Business
1. Investment Committee action on Endowment Funds
2. Status of Lochry’s Defeat Sign refurbishment
3. Rules for funding for Officers travel to National meetings
4. update on INSSAR contribution to 2016 Congress in Louisville
5. Rules for selecting the Youth to fund for Boys State

New Business: (items for discussion and vote)
1. Approval of Charter for the “NEW” Chapter
2. Discussion and Approval of 2014-15 budget

a. Change award value for Middle School Brochure Contest to $200 ($350, $100, $50 
passed 10/19/13)

b. Fee for a Boy’s State attendee - $300
3. Motion and discussion for amending the Bylaws and Constitution

a. Bylaw 3, Section 1 to define initial chapter membership criteria 
b. Bylaw 8, Section 5: Posting of Bond by Treasurer
c. Bylaw 24, Section 4 to change the way new member dues are paid after their National 

approval
d. Bylaw 24, Section 9 to delete Youth membership dues. Youth status no longer exists
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e. Bylaw 26, Section 1: Liability Insurance for INSSAR only
f. Bylaw 28, Section 1 to make proposed changes to bylaws occur at any HOD meeting 

prior to Annual meeting
g. Article VI, Section 1 to make proposed changes to Constitution occur at any HOD 

meeting prior to Annual meeting
h. Article V, Section 1 to change from 4 meetings to 3 or more meetings per year
i. Article V, Section 6 to make January meeting a District meeting
j. Bylaw 16 to reduce number of HOD meetings from 4 meetings to 3 or more meetings 

per year
k. Bylaw 18, Section 9 definition of procedure for earning a Color Guard Bronze medal 

4. Changes to the Standing Rules
5. Nomination Committee Report of 2014-15 Officers
6. Election of 2014-15 State Officers

Memorial Service
Don Counts, Chaplin

Installation of 2014-15 State Officers
Joe Dooley, President General

& Lance Carter, VPG Central

Comments by President
Bill Sharp

Future INSSAR Meetings
24 May 2014 – Vincennes, IN: Commemoration of George Rogers Clark at Memorial, 11 am
26 July 2014 – Lafayette, IN: Commemoration of Fort Ouiatenon, meeting begins at 9:30 am
18 October 2014 – Vincennes, IN: Program on Pointe Coupee, meeting begins at 9:30 am

Future NSSAR Meetings
Annual Congress, South Carolina, 19-23 July 2014
Fall Leadership, Louisville, KY – 26-27 Sept. 2014

SAR Recessional 
Wayne Eells

Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who gave us our Constitution, the Bill of 
Rights, an Independent Supreme Court and a Nation of Free Men.

Retiring of Colors
Color Guard

Benediction 
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Sons of the American Revolution

INSSAR

William Sharp, President
Wayne Eells, Vice-President

Dave Peters, Secretary
Arthur Bowers, Treasurer

Robert Howell, Registrar/Genealogist
Terry English, Chancellor

Robert Pfaff, Historian
Donald Counts, Chaplain

David Betzner, National Trustee

April 2014 House of Delegates Chairman Reports

Americanism & Flag Recognition

Thanks to the chapters who have already given out Flag Certificates this year. Let me know if 
you are in need of any. Make sure you report back to letting me know who/what /when/ 
where. My email address is: mjkreps@gmail.com 

District 1 – 25% Of Chapters Awarding Certificates)
• Alexis Coquillard: None 
• Anthony Halberstadt: None 
• Duneland: None, but some are being given to them at the annual meeting for 

distribution.
• Simon Kenton: On March 16th, Judge J. Phillip McGraw and his wife Ellen were 

presented a Flag Certificate.

  
District 2 – (0% Of Chapters Awarding Certificates)

• Alexander Hamilton: None reported
• Benjamin Franklin: None
• Clarence Cook: None  
• Continental: None
• John Martin: None
• William Henry Harrison: None 

 
 
District 3 – (30% Of Chapters Awarding Certificates)
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• Daniel Guthrie:  1.Compatriot Edward E. Hitchcock presented a Flag Certificate to Dan
and Carter Mortuary in Bedford, IN  2.  On March 18, 2014 Compatriot James C. 
Arnold presented a Flag Certificate to  Post Commander Bob Lanning Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 604 in Bloomington,IN.  3. Compatriot Luke Jacobus on Jan. 27, 2014
presented a Flag Certificate to Michael O’Hara of Brown Co., IN.  

• David Benton: None reported
• John Hay: None reported

 

District 4 – (33 % Of Chapters Awarding Certificates)
• Thomas Posey Chapter: presented a Flag Certificate to the Evansville Teachers Credit 

Union- Mount Vernon Branch, 405 E Fourth St., Mount Vernon, IN. Presenting the 
certificate was Bob Hall, Stephen Harrison Johnson and Ruth Hall. Receiving the 
certificate was Maggie Hoefling of the credit union.                     

• George Rogers Clark: None reported
• Ohio Valley Chapter: None reported

 
 
Respectfully Submitted,
 
Mark Kreps
INSSAR Flag Chairman

Audit

1. No Report

Children of the American Revolution

2. No Report

Color Guard
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Since April 2013 the Color Guard participated in approximately 60 state events. This does not 
include Chapter meetings.  In addition, our Color Guardsmen have participated in events 
outside the state as well as at several national events.

We have an upcoming national event at 11:00am on May 24, 2014 at the George Rogers Clark 
Memorial in Vincennes, IN.  Color Guardsmen will present the Colors.  All Color Guardsmen
are welcome and encouraged to participate.  Chapters presenting a wreath will receive a 
streamer for their Chapter.

 Our Color Guard will participate during the 225th SAR Congress which is being held in 
Louisville, KY from June 26 through July 1, 2015.  We will reenact the drilling and training of 
militia soldiers at the George Rogers Clark home site in Clarksville, IN.  Congress attendees 
will be touring this home site while we are drilling and training.  Our role is to provide color. 
Color Guardsmen will need to wear their militia uniform.  This event will be open to Color 
Guardsmen from other states who wish to participate with our Color Guard.  This will be a 
one day event during the week of Congress.  The date and time will be announced closer to 
the date of the Congress.  Those who wish to participate (or if you have any questions), 
should contact me (email: rpcunnin@indiana.edu, phone: 812-336-7131) at your earliest 
convenience.

I encourage all Chapters to recruit new Color Guardsmen, especially younger men.

I would like to give special thanks to our Northern Vice Color Guard Commander Mark 
Kreps, our Central Vice Color Guard Commander Stuart Hart and our Southern Vice Color 
Guard Commander Robert Howell for their service to the INSSAR.

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert P. Cunningham
INSSAR Color Guard Commander
NSSAR Color Guard Safety Officer

Eagle Scout

1. During this meeting, we will be presenting Tim Eacret with our 2014 Eagle Scout 
Scholarship Monetary Funds and the Trophy. My family will also be contributing a 
check for $100.00 to our recipient.  

2. Since January, we have recognized 2 new Eagle Scouts.
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3. I have not submitted any claims since July 2007. Since then, I have paid $25250.00 out 
of my pocket and I wish to donate those charges to our cause and I will not be 
requesting reimbursement.  

4. I truly enjoy my position in the SAR recognizing young Eagles. Thank you for granting
the opportunity to give back to an experience that helped shaped my life.

Respectfully Submitted,

Randy J. Hillenburg
Eagle Scout Chairman

Genealogy & Registry

During the period 1 January-31 March 2014, 
• 33 regular applications and 21 supplemental applications have been approved.
• 12 regular applications, 2 junior applications, 0 memorial applications and 10 

supplemental applications are being processed by National Headquarters or are en
route

• 1 supplemental and 2 regular applications has been pended.

Hoosier Patriot Newsletter

• No Report

Ladies Auxiliary

Ladies Auxiliary Membership Invitation letters included with each new member 
packet now has the sponsoring member information included within the form portion for 
quicker processing.  Also, a general invitation letter is included with supplemental certificate 
packets for established members.

Patriot Graves Registry
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• No Report

ROTC/JROTC

• No Report

NSSAR Veterans Recognition Committee  

• No Report

Historian

23 March 2014

Dear Compatriots:

As  State  Historian,  a  number  of  materials  have  been  submitted  to  me  this  quarter  for
inclusion in the Society Historian’s permanent records.

These include photographs and documents pertaining to:

• The January 2014 HOD

• Quarterly reports, meeting minutes, and media items from a number of local chapters.

Some materials are being gathered in one or more “scrapbooks” in order to make them more
accessible  for  viewing  by  Society  members  and  to  better  organize  the  materials
chronologically.

Other items are being stored in the Historian’s archives.  Thanks are given to chapters who
have submitted materials.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert C Pfaff
State Historian, INSSAR
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INDIANA SOCIETY
SONS of the AMERICAN REVOLUTION

Finance Committee

11 April 2014

The Indiana Society is in the process of investing $50,000, through Westpoint Financial 
Group, in Indianapolis.  Based upon our objective of protecting our principal and earning 
some income for operating expenses and programs, the committee recommended a 
conservative strategy Morningstar managed fund, which was approved at the January House 
of Delegates meeting.

The fund is a mix of stocks and bonds, with a 5.61% 10-year return.  Recent years' 
performance has been running somewhat higher.  Since we want protection and modest 
earnings, anything approaching 4%-5% is quite good.  The funds are 100% liquid.  We can 
deposit and withdraw as necessary.  The objective however is to protect the principal, keep 
up with inflation and use the earnings for the good of the Society - long term.

Persons named on the account are Treasurer Art Bowers and Secretary David Peters.  We’ve 
collected all the appropriate personal information and are in a position to execute the 
transaction.

Respectfully Submitted,

Steven D. Oberlin
Finance Committee Chair
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INSSAR 4-H Youth Awards

This will be my last report as Chair of the INSSAR 4-H Youth Awards.  I would like to extend
my appreciation to the chapters and individuals that have supported this youth awards 
program.  Generally, each Indiana county 4-H program conducts an awards banquet or other 
type of event to recognize 4-H members in the fall of each year after the Indiana State Fair.
 Not all counties have a special program with some conducting programs in the early spring 
of each year.  Warrick County 4-H Awards Banquet is held during the first few months of the 
year.

I attended the Warrick County Awards Banquet on Feb 16, 2014 in Boonville, Indiana with 
about 200 people present to award the NSSAR Outstanding Citizenship Lapel Pin to Corey 
Schmitt.  She has the most impressive accomplishments and achievements of any of the 4-
H'ers previously awarded this SAR honor.  Her community service and leadership to 
improve her county and southwestern Indiana surpassed most adults in the same area!

Respectfully Submitted,

John G. West
Committee Chair
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Indiana Society, The Sons of the American Revolution

INSSAR District Vice-President's Report

RE: April 2014 House of Delegates Meeting

District 1

• No Report

District 2

• No Report

District 3

• No Report

District 4

The following chapters are in District 4: George Rogers Clark (Vincennes), General Thomas 
Posey (Mt. Vernon), and Ohio Valley (Evansville).  All three chapters held a scheduled 
meeting during this past quarter.

Ohio Valley Chapter held an Awards Banquet in addition to the a separate quarterly meeting 
with four members presenting the colors at the beginning of the banquet.

All three chapters are maintaining a web site for members and the general public.

Respectfully Submitted,

John G. West
District 4 Vice-President
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April 2014 House of Delegates New Business

Proposed Bylaw Modification & Additions

Bylaw 3—Chapters. 
Section 1. Members of the Indiana Society shall belong to a Chapter. A Chapter may be 
organized and a Charter granted when ten or more members apply and sign a Charter 
Application. This Chapter shall be their home chapter upon its formation. 

Bylaw 8—Posting of Bond. 
Section 5. The Treasurer shall be required to post a bond in such an amount and with such a 
financial or insurance agency as shall be determined by the House of Delegates or its 
designee. The cost of providing such a bond on a continuing basis shall be paid by the 
Indiana Society of the Sons of the American Revolution upon receipt of a billing statement in 
proper form. The Treasurer shall not be the sole person to select the bond issuer. 

Bylaw 24–Fees and Dues. 
Section 4. The annual dues of members of the Indiana Society shall be equal to the sum of (1) 
National Society dues as duly established by the National Society; (2) Indiana Society dues as 
duly established by the House of Delegates; and (3) Chapter dues as duly established by each 
Chapter. For reinstatements approved by the National Society in November and December of
a calendar year, the National and State dues shall cover National and State membership 
through the following calendar year. Chapters may follow the same policy. For new member 
applications approved by the National Society after September 1 of the current year, the State 
dues shall cover State membership through the following calendar year. Chapters may follow
the same policy. 

Section 9. Indiana Society and Chapter dues shall not be collected from Youth Registrants 
and Youth Life Members until age eighteen. At that time, Indiana Society and Chapter dues 
will become payable each year. 

Bylaw 26--Liability Insurance. 
Section 1. The Indiana Society shall contract for liability insurance coverage for the Society 
and its officers and for members while engaged in sanctioned activities of the respective 
echelon. Chapters of the Society are encouraged to contract for liability insurance for their 
officers and members while engaged in sanctioned activities of the respective echelon. 
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Bylaw 28–Amendments 
Section 1. These Bylaws may be superseded by new bylaws, may be amended, or in any 
manner may be changed only at an Annual Meeting of the House of Delegates if the 
proposed change or amendment shall first have been presented for information and 
discussion at a prior meeting of the House of Delegates since the last Annual Meeting. A two-
thirds vote of the delegates present at the Annual meeting shall be required for adoption of 
changes or amendments. 

Change to INSSAR Meetings

Article V - Meetings 
Section 1. There shall be three regular meetings of the House of Delegates each year. The 
meetings shall normally be held during the months of April, July and October. It is required 
that thirty days' notice be given specifying the date, time and place of each meeting. 

a. The Annual Meeting of the House of Delegates shall be held during the month of 
April of each year at a time and site determined by the State President. Business to be 
conducted during the Annual Meeting shall include, but not be limited to, the election 
of Society Officers, the nomination of the National Trustee and Alternate National 
Trustee, and consideration of proposed changes to the Society’s Constitution and/or 
By-Laws. 

b. Other regular meetings of the House of Delegates and Executive Committee shall be 
held at times and sites determined by the State President. 

c. In the event of inclement weather or other emergency, any regular meeting may be, 
after consultation with at least two other officers, postponed or cancelled by the State 
President. The State President thereafter shall notify each Chapter by telephone or 
electronic communication as to the postponement or cancellation. 

Section 6. There shall be one District Meeting held each year between the months of 
November and March at a time and a site determined by the District Vice President. It is 
required that thirty days' notice be given specifying the date, time and place of the meeting. 
The State President and the District Vice President shall coordinate the meeting schedule so 
as to optimize attendance by members. 

a. The District Meeting will permit discussion of ideas which will benefit the Chapters 
and will offer an expanded opportunity for social fellowship. A portion of each 
meeting will be devoted to patriotic and educational presentations, historical 
information relating to the Revolutionary War, visits to historic sites, and other 
activities will which promote patriotism, historical knowledge, and fellowship among 
members and their families. 
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Bylaw 16 - House of Delegates 

Section 2. The House of Delegates shall meet three or more times each year as stated in the 
Constitution of the Indiana Society ( Article V – Meetings) to consider the business of the 
Society, including matters referred to it by the Executive Committee or any member of the 
Indiana Society. Portions of each meeting may also be devoted to patriotic and educational 
presentations, historical information relating to the Revolutionary War, visits to historic sites, 
and other activities which promote patriotism, historical knowledge, and fellowship among 
members and their families. 

Color Guard
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-----Original Message-----

From: barrister@bluemarble.net [mailto:barrister@bluemarble.net] 
Sent: Thursday, March 27, 2014 7:22 PM
To: William E Sharp
Subject: RE: Proposed bylaw changes for consideration at HOD meeting

Good evening Bill,

My position on the Color Guard controversy is this:

1. The national organization and its determinations have supremacy over the decisions of those of the 
individual state organizations. 

2. The Color Guard Handbook as revised on July 25, 2013 gives to the state organizations the 
discretion as to whether to use the point system or the event system in deciding who receives the 
Bronze Color Guard Medal. The handbook prescribes in direct and unequivocal terms the process to be 
used in either event and does not give to the state organizations the discretion to modify in any fashion 
either of the two methodologies once adopted.

3. A state organization, in my opinion, cannot vote into place a hybrid system. Nor can it add to, or 
subtract from, the language in the national handbook or the national bylaws. I do not believe we need a 
standing rule as to what are qualifying events for the Bronze Color Guard members. The President of 
the State organization and the President of each Chapter can, and should, determine on an annual basis 
what the major qualifying events will be for a given year and can reserve the right to add to the list as 
appropriate.

4. The fairness of the methodology which is selected by the House of Delegates cannot be an 
overriding concern. One method or the other is bound to have its detractors.

5. All delegates should be apprised ahead of time as to exactly what the handbook calls for and a vote 
taken at the HOD meeting on implementation of a particular methodology with little fanfare, discussion
and bloodshed. Let the vote determine which side wins -- and not the rhetoric at the meeting.

I am attaching copies of the handbook to which I refer and you can distribute them and this message as 
you see fit.

I will endeavor to come to the meeting on April 19 in Fort Wayne. I am running for judge of the circuit 
court in the community in which I live (Spencer) and the Republican Lincoln Day Dinner starts the 
same day in early evening (albeit two months after the date of Lincoln's birth). If I can come to the 
meeting, I won't be able to stay much past noon. In the meantime, I will make myself available for any 
further questions or work you can pass my way. In light of my seeming inability to attend many of the 
state meetings, are you sure that you want me to stay on as Chancellor? I hope to see you soon. 

Terry English
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Guidelines for reimbursement of expenses to NSSAR events:

President Sharp had requested that this list of suggestions be compiled at summer meeting.  
It is not in effect and is only suggestions and may not be all inclusive.  The Indiana Society 
must be well represented at all National functions.

• All travel must be to Nationally sanctioned events:  Spring and Fall Leadership, 
Congress

• Only the INSSAR Trustee, INSSAR President or his designee will be eligible for 
reimbursement.  The Trustee may vote at Leadership.  Other attendees can vote at 
Congress.   Exception; if an INSSAR member is invited to present or is presenting a
program they will be afforded the same reimbursement structure.

• Mileage will be reimbursed at .40 per mile if requested.  

• Lodging may be provided for one night only at Leadership

• Lodging may be provided up to 4 nights for Congress

• Registration fees should/may be covered by the State Society for the one of the 
listed officers, Trustee or President.

• Reimbursement must be requested in writing and accompanied by the appropriate
receipts.

• In an effort to have more members attend Leadership in Louisville, special 
considerations may be made based on availability of funds.

• If the Trustee is required to attend special meetings, the entire cost may be shared 
50/50 with the State Society.

• The Executive Board must approve all requests in a special executive session.  May
be offered to the floor for approval but it is not recommended as the amount to be 
available is/has been approved.  It is up to the executive board to disburse the 
funds.  

Respectfully Submitted,

David Betzner, President Emeritus
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Additions to Standing Rules as result of Bylaw discussions at 1  st   Reading

Standing Rule 6: Duties of Officers: 

The District Vice President shall assist Compatriots in the formation of new Chapters and the 
enrollment of new members. 

The Chaplin shall send a sympathy card to a Compatriots family when the Compatriot passes
away. 

Standing Rule 7: Qualifying Events for the Bronze Color Guard Medal
•
STATE EVENTS: The State President shall approve a State event before the event may be 
counted but in general any event at which more than 1 Chapter is invited or participates

• Fall of Fort Sackville – Vincennes in February; annually
• George Rogers Clark Memorial– Saturday before Memorial Day during Vincennes 

Rendezvous; annually a National Event but can be credited as State Event
• De La Balme near Columbia City – weekend nearest Nov 5; annually
• Le Petit Fort in Indiana Dunes State Park – Occasionally
• Lochry’s Defeat near Aurora – Occasionally
• House of Delegates Meetings – Quarterly 3rd week July, October, January, April
• Wreaths Across America at a National Cemetery: National Event but can be credited 

as State or Chapter Event - December
• Any Indiana Society Color Guard invitation to an event such as 
o. CAR Annual Meeting - March 
p. DAR State Conference – May in Indianapolis
q. Benjamin Harrison Birthday wreath laying – August in Indianapolis
r. Indiana Schools Council Convention - November 
s. Indiana Statehood Day - December
• Parades and Celebrations: any with more than 1 Chapter present
u. A Veteran’s Day Parade 
v. Symphony on the Prairie: Evenings at Conner Prairie – normally July 3-5
w. Participation in Patriotic Day and other festival day parades and ceremonies
• Graves - Patriot Grave Marking/Rededication/Compatriots:  Any with more than 1 

Chapter present
• Memorial Day commemorations: any with more than 1 Chapter present 
• Any event at which the INSSAR President participates

The above events are not inclusive and may be determined by the INSSAR Color Guard 
Committee or the INSSAR Color Guard Commander or the INSSAR President to be 
qualifying events on a case-by-case basis. 
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Distinguished Chapter Award

A “Distinguished Chapter” award recognizes those chapters that are striving to represent the 
SAR in a positive fashion within their communities and to give all chapters something to 
shoot for. Each chapter who meets eleven specified criteria will receive an “INSSAR 
Distinguished Chapter 2014/2015” streamer for their chapter flag at the INSSAR Annual 
Meeting on April 20th of 2015. I have established criteria which I believe every chapter could 
accomplish and I am hopeful that the Medals and Awards Committee will continue this 
award after this year. The awards criteria for this year are:

1) Chapter must have at least one representative (primary dues paying member of the 
chapter, not a dual member) present at two of the four INSSAR meetings (3 HOD’s & 
INSSAR Annual Meeting).

2) Chapter must have elected Officers and must submit their names and positions to the 
INSSAR Secretary with a telephonic and email contact for the chapter (email contact can be 
any Chapter Officer).

3) Chapter must submit their dues and Chapter Reconciliation Report to the INSSAR 
Secretary by December 31, 2014.

4) Chapter must present at least one Flag Certificate and report the presentation to the 
INSSAR Flag Committee Chairman.

5) Chapter must submit at least one New Member application (Regular or Junior Member) 
which is accepted by the INSSAR Registrar and forwarded to NSSAR for review and 
approval.

6) Chapter must submit an Americanism Scoring Sheet to the INSSAR Historian by January 
15, 2015. Scoring sheet found on SAR website: President-General-Americanism-Scoresheet-
2014-02-23.xls.

7) Chapter must make a donation of any amount to the NSSAR Center for Advancing 
America’s Heritage.

8) Chapter must hold at least two Chapter meetings and print at least one Chapter 
Newsletter, a copy of which must be submitted to the INSSAR Historian (Newsletter may be 
distributed to members by email or regular mail). Chapter must present photos, Newspaper 
Articles, or other documentation regarding Chapter Activities to the INSSAR Historian for 
use in the State Scrapbook and Hoosier Patriot Quarterly Newsletter.

9) Chapter must participate in a least one Community event (i.e.: Parade, Grave Marking, 
Flag Certificate presentation, Naturalization Ceremony, School Event, Battle 
Commemoration, etc.).

10) Chapter must have at least one liaison with the DAR and/or the CAR (i.e.: Parade, Grave 
Marking, Joint Meeting, etc).
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The completion of the above criteria must be reported to the INSSAR President and Secretary 
and verified by the INSSAR Historian as applicable by March 20, 2015. Every chapter meeting
the criteria will receive a streamer for their flag. I am hopeful that all of our Indiana Chapters 
will attempt to meet the criteria and obtain this award. I hope to present a streamer to a 
representative of your chapter at the INSSAR Annual Meeting at the end of my term.
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