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INDIANA SOCIETY OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

HOOSIER PATRIOT 

Volume XLV No. 1                                      October 2013                                      Indianapolis, Indiana 

The Hoosier Patriot is a quarterly publication of the Indiana Society of the Sons of the American Revolution. While the editors 
and contributors strive to provide accurate and timely information, please consult local chapters and the Indiana Society web site 
for updated and additional information concerning specific meetings and events. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Greetings Compatriots: 

Growing Active Chapters 

Since the beginning of the year Past President Betzner and I have 
signed the certificates for 54 new members (almost 7 per month). 
Not quite the pace of last year; none the less, significant in terms of 
new members. What shall we as a society do with this new blood in 
the INSSAR?  The strength of our Society depends to a large extent 
on the new members who become a part of our organization, as 
well as the degree to which we can find meaningful tasks for them 
to do. I know from personal experience that if I am a part of an or-
ganization and I am not asked to do anything and the meetings are 
less than interesting, I will soon occupy my time with more meaningful pursuits. In that light I 
would like to share some thoughts with you all. 

During the 5 months of my responsibilities at President of INSSAR I have had a number of con-
versations with officers of small less active chapters.  There is an expressed disappointment at the 
low attendance at meetings and the lack of enthusiasm by the members for doing anything. I 
would like to share some thoughts on how that might be changed. 

Firstly, I will say that small attendance at meetings, 15% to 20% of the total membership say, is 
really very good. I suspect these fractions are about the same for Rotary, Lions Club, Kiwanis Club, 
etc. Apart from worship attendance, it is probably the fraction of membership actually doing the 
business of the church. 

Secondly, chapter leaders need some training or mentoring in their jobs including learning what 
the SAR is all about and does. I think we as a State Society as well as the Compatriots who have 
been chapter officers in the past have fallen down on our duty to meet this obligation. I remember 
when I was asked to be VP of my chapter. I was told that I didn’t have to do anything! Fortunately 
we had good programs and I kept coming. Attending state meetings certainly gives a leader a big-
ger view of things in SAR which is what I found when I began to attend.   

               (See page 2 - President’s Greetings) 
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(President’s Greetings, continued) 

Thirdly, I suspect that small chapters want to bite off more than 
they can chew in terms of activities.  If I were to make a sort of prior-
ity list of activities for a chapter based on level of involvement it 
would take to succeed and grow, it would be as follows: 

1. Hold regularly scheduled meetings that every member knows 
about. Plan and schedule them in advance at least out to a year; 

2. Create a phone tree to call members; 

3. Meet around a meal with wives/girlfriends/significant others. This 
will certainly facilitate the growing of friendships and knowledge of 
members; 

4. Have a program of some sort – genealogical or historical; ask 
members from other SAR chapters or local DAR chapters or a nearby 
college/university or a local historian to come give a program; 

5. Advertise them in your local newspaper, if a Community Activity Calendar is published; 

6. Identify businesses and homes to whom flag certificates honoring patriotic display of the flag 
may be awarded; 

7. Make JROTC awards to nominated cadets if such programs are in the local schools; 

8. Give Hero awards to First Responders in the community that accomplish a significant response; 

9. Give Good Citizenship awards to outstanding citizens in your community; 

10. A veteran in your Chapter might want to work the veteran activities the SAR does – learn what 
that is all about; 

11. Participate in historical site commemorations, grave markings, patriotic parades even without 
colonial dress; 

12. Seek out participants in the youth contests by contacting private and home schools; 

13. Seek ways to bring Rev. War history to the community and schools; 

14. Encourage members to purchase militia or regimental outfits and join the INSSAR Color Guard; 

15. Host a state meeting; 

16. Plan and lead a grave marking if a Revolutionary War soldier is buried in your county. 

This list is not complete by any means, but I believe that it gives the chapters a growth path for 
level of activity.  It might give the very active chapters some new ideas!  And I suspect that it will re-
sult in growing attendance at meetings and participation in the chapter activities. 

 

William Sharp,  

INSSAR President 
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   UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

NSSAR FALL LEADERSHIP 

Date:  

Sep 27-28, 2013 

Where:  

NSSAR  

1000 South Fourth St  

Louisville, KY 40203-32081 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

INSSAR FALL HOUSE OF  

DELEGATES MEETING 

 Date:  

Oct 19, 2013 

Where:  

Lawrenceburg, IN  

Time:  

9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Program:  

Defeat of Col. Archibald Lochry.  

Place Wreath at site of  

Lochry's Defeat w/DAR  

Lodging:  

Hollywood Casino 

Group rate: $120+tax 

Reservations by Oct. 4 

Code: GSMR13A (for group rate) 

 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

CENTRAL DISTRICT  

ANNUAL MEETING 

Date:  

Oct 25-26 

Where:  

Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites,  

Barboursville, WV 
_____________________________________________________________ 

  

WINTER HOUSE OF  

DELEGATES MEETING 

Date:  

January 18, 2014 

Where:  

Franklin College 

Program:  

Bryan’s Station Siege 

The Indiana Society  

of the Sons of the American  

Revolution  

INSSAR  

Fall House of Delegates  

Meeting  

 

Pre-registration Form  

19 October 2013, 9:30 a.m.   (Eastern time) 

 

Compatriot Name: 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:  

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Email Address: ________________________________________________  

Chapter : _____________________________________________________ 

Guests Names: ________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

The Awards Luncheon will begin at approximately 11:30 a.m. 

The Awards Luncheon fee is $25 per person, if you do not  

pre-register. Please complete and mail this form, along with pay-
ment by October 12th. 
 

Checks made to: Daniel Guthrie Chapter, INSSAR 
 

Mail to:   

T. Rex Legler 

4630 North Chatham Dr. 

Bloomington, IN 47404-1319 

 

Awards  Member # of Guests Total Price Total 

      

    Total Due  
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James A. Shoptaw, a member of the Northern 

Command of the INSSAR Color Guard salutes 

as does Bill Sharp, INSSAR State President in 

the foreground at the SAR gravesite vigil of 

George and Martha Washington. 

Sara T.  

Washington 

Gravesite  
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The Indiana Sons of  the Ameri-
can Revolution Color Guard 
marched in the parade July 6 at 
Catfish Shoals.  

Pictured at left are Richard Hill, 
Jim Arnold and Ed Hitchcock.  
The Martin County seat newspa-
per published this photo and stat-
ed the SAR has participated in 
Revolutionary War period clothing 
many years in the local parade and 
are a colorful and patriotic addi-
tion to celebrate Independence 
Day. 

The Alexis Coquillard Color Guard of  South Bend, Indiana participated in the Fireman’s Festival  
Parade in Bremen on July 13; 
the Hometown Days Parade in 
New Carlisle on July 27; the 
Blueberry Festival Parade in 
Plymouth on September 2 and 
the Apple Festival Parade in 
Nappanee on September 21.  
Pictured at the Blueberry Fes-
tival Parade are two William 
Tuffs DAR, Elkhart, IN chap-
ter members dressed in Revo-
lutionary War period clothing 
who marched with the SAR. 
The Alexis Coquillard SAR 
members pictured from left to 
right are Floyd Moreland, 
Greg Dolezal, Will Waterson 
and Ernie Davis. 
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Scottish Festival Parade  

Columbus, Indiana   

Saturday 14, 2013. 
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The INSSAR,  
pictured at the 

left, prepares to 
march to the  

Harrison Family  
marker at  Crown 
Hill Cemetery in 

Indianapolis,  
Indiana.  
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Members of the Caroline Scott 
Harrison Chapter join Indiana 

SAR Auxiliary for the  
ceremony. 

Janet Kreps, WOSAR, pictured at 
above,  places a  floral bouquet at the 

base of monument. 

William Sharp, 
INSSAR State  

President brings 
greetings for the  
Commemoration 

ceremony. 
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The Indiana Sons of 

the American Revo-

lution Clarence A. 

Cook Chapter Color 

Guard participated in 

the Caroline Scott 

Harrison Chapter, 

NSDAR  Marker 

Dedication for John 

Mitchell-PA on Sep-

tember 22, 2013 in 

Indianapolis, IN 
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John Mitchell, Revolutionary War Patriot, was born July 29, 1758 in Middleton, Lancaster County, 

Pennsylvania. He married twice and little is known of his first wife. He married his second wife, 

Judith Hollinger about  1795 and fathered daughters Sarah Ann, Susa Catherine, Barbary and a son 

Michael. 

He served in the Revolutionary War front he state of Pennsylvania as a Private with the Artillery 

Artificers in Carlisle, PA. Artillery Artificers were formed at the request of General Washington 

and consisted of civilians as well as military men who had skills needed to manufacture and repair 

the items used by the military. This freed the regular trained militia to fight. John Mitchell’s group 

was responsible for the making and repairing of cannons and ammunition. When Mitchell’s service 

ended, he migrated to Ohio where he was a farmer. In 1820 he applied for a pension. 

In 1847, he again applied to the pension board to have his pension sent to Indiana, where he moved 

to be with his daughter Sarah Mitchell Apple, (wife of John Apple, Jr.) after his wife’s death. 

He died January 11, 1851 in Indianapolis at the age of 92, and is buried in the McVey/Old Trails 

Cemetery, 299 Old Trails, Indianapolis. 
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New Indiana SAR Members July - August 2013 

Alexis Coquillard--Daniel Charles Cashen & Edward Duane Virgil; Anthony Halberstadt Chapter --Rev. 

Dale Alan Bauman, Robert Eugene Bryan, David Charles Dew, Garland LaMarr Skinner, & Matthew Lee 

Spidel; Clarence A. Cook Chapter--Jerry Stephen Ice & David Theodore Williams; Daniel Guthrie Chap-

ter--Dustin Alan Bluck, Jess Alan Bluck, Richard Ivan Bluck, Adam Richard Campbell, Seth William Camp-

bell, Alexander Michael Newton & Richard Wayne Newton; George Rogers Clark Chapter--MSgt Harvey 

Albert Hicks III; John Martin Chapter--Joseph Arthur Kemp (memorial) & Mikel Bert Lewman; Ohio Val-

ley Chapter--Bobby John Bollinger, Donald Ray Bollinger, Brian Scott Lankford, Chad Mark Meyers & Curt 

Alan Meyers 

INSSAR  Membership Honor Roll Anniversaries 

40 Years of Membership--Donald Archie Smith, Clarence A. Cook; 35 Years of Membership--Allen Herbert Schell, Alexis 

Coquillard; 30 Years of Membership--John Earl Hoyt, John Hay; Philip Gregory Lauer, Anthony Halberstadt; 25 Years of 

Membership--John Joseph Patterson, George Rogers Clark; 15 Years of Membership--Larry Ray Perkins, Daniel Guthrie;  

10 Years of Membership--Dylan James Blackmer, Daniel Guthrie; Steven Allan Johnson, Alexis Coquillard; Roger Allan Rens-

berger, Alexis Coquillard; Scott Francis Wellman, Anthony Halberstadt; -5 Years of Membership--Maj. Gordon Wayne Bell, 

Jr., Daniel Guthrie; Jerry Lee Brown, David Benton; Raymond McKay Featherstone, Clarence A. Cook; MSgt. Paul Graham 

Konkle, (Ret.), Daniel Guthrie; Allen Lewis Stout, and Anthony Halberstadt. 

Welcome to Indiana State Society of the  

Sons of the American Revolution!  

VP Larry Drook presents the SAR 

Heroism Award to Churubusco  

Firefighter Ben Rinker on Septem-

ber 7, 2013 pictured below. 

Pictured at left, VP Larry Drook 

awards Law Enforcement Medal 

to retired Illinois  

State Trooper 
and Compatriot Jon Lybargar at 

the September 7 meeting. 

Past VPG Barnhart 

inducts Matt Spidel, 

Garland Skinner 

and  

David Dew on Sep-

tember 7, pictured 

on right. 
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 Vietnam War Vets  

 To Join the Corps  

The NSSAR Vietnam War Veterans Corps Survey 

If you served in Vietnam, complete the form below and return it to the NSSAR Veterans 

Recognition Committee Chairman. 

When approved by the NSSAR Veterans Recognition Committee*, a Certificate of Patriotism 

for your service as a member of the United States Armed Forces will be signed by the 

NSSAR President General and sent to your chapter, through the Secretary of your State Soci-

ety. At an appropriate chapter, state or national meeting, the Certificate of Patriotism will be 

presented to you. 

 Key Campaign Medals Associated with Vietnam Service  

*Veterans Recognition Committee Responsibility  

The Veterans Recognition Committee is responsible for promoting and conducting programs designed to recognize those Compatriots who 

have served in the U.S. Armed Forces or other military forces allied with the United States, including, but not limited to the WWII Veterans 

Corps, the Korean Service Veterans Corps and the Vietnam War Veterans Corps. The Committee is responsible for monitoring the require-

ments for presentation of the War Service Medal and Military Service Medal and for developing certificate recognition programs to com-

memorate participation in specific armed conflicts.  

NSSAR Guidance Concerning the War Service Medal or Military Service Medal --Please refer to Volume III of the most re-

cent NSSAR handbook which can be found here: www.sar.org/SAR_Handbook  

The War Service Medal was fir st author ized in 1899 for  member s who had served in the War  with Spain. Specific War  Service Med-

als were authorized for World War I and World War II service. Subsequently, a generic War Service Medal was authorized for those who 

have served in the armed forces of the United States (or a country that was an ally of the United States or in a United Nations Peace Keeping 

Force) and fought against a common enemy of the United States in a war or action that has been recognized by a branch of the Armed Forces 

of the United States and for which a campaign medal and ribbon are authorized.  

The medal is bronze and may be presented by a chapter or society to SAR members (or purchased by SAR members). Proof of such service, 

in the form of a copy of the member's discharge (or other U.S. Government proof in the case of a member in active service), must be present-

ed to his chapter or state society secretary before the medal can be purchased and/or worn.  

Specific bronze bars are available indicating service in WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Southwest Asia, Kosovo, Iraq, Afghanistan, and the Global 

War of Terrorism (for service associated with the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal) and may be attached to the medal drape. 

Oak leaf clusters may be worn to designate service in any of the recognized wars or actions (previously described) to recognize participation 

in a war or action for which a specific bronze bar is not available. The medal is available in miniature. A War Service Medal certificate is 

available.  

The Military Service Medal, author ized in 2006, may be presented by a chapter  or  society to SAR member s (or  purchased by SAR 

members) who have served in the Armed Forces of the United States, Coast Guard, or a country that was an ally of the United States, or in a 

United Nations Peace Keeping Force, who otherwise do not qualify for the SAR War Service Medal. Proof of such service, in the form of a 

copy of the member's discharge papers or DD-214 (or other U.S. Government proof in the case of a member, in active service), must be pre-

sented to his chapter or state society secretary before the medal can be purchased and/or worn.  

The medal is available in miniature. A Military Service Medal Certificate is available. The Military Service Medal ranks the same in order of 

precedence as the War Service Medal. The ribbon is of the same color as the War Service Medal and is of the same size. A member may 

NOT wear both the Military Service Medal and the War Service Medal. 

Vietnam Era Veterans are eligible if they served in the Repub-

lic of Vietnam pursuant to the Code of Federal Regulations 

Chapter 8 Paragraph 3.2 (f) during the period beginning on 

February 28, 1961 and ending on May 7, 1975, inclusive. A 

Vietnam Era Veteran with a standalone National Defense 

Service Medal (NDSN) is not eligible. Stated differently, in 

the absence of a Vietnam Service Medal (VSM) and/or Vi-

etnam Campaign Medal (VCM) having been awarded along 

with a National Defense Service Medal for service in the Re-

public of Vietnam, a Compatriot is not eligible for the 

NSSAR Vietnam War Veterans. Corps.  

NDSM                  VSM             VCM 
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A Vietnam War Veteran, who wishes to become a member of the NSSAR Vietnam War Corps and have a Certificate of Patriot-

ism issued to him, must be a member in good standing. He must complete the following survey form with a chapter’s endorse-

ment and forward it to the NSSAR Veterans Recognition Committee Chairman.  

By completing and returning this form, you, the Vietnam War Veteran, is giving consent for the data to be published.  

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: State: Zip+4: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: Email Address: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

NSSAR# State Society: Chapter: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Dates of Vietnam War Service: From: To: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Branch of Service during the Vietnam War: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Rank held at the end of your service to the United States: ________________________________________________________ 

Check the Campaign Medals awarded to you as shown on your DD-214: NDSM_____ VSM______ VCM _______ 

Tell us about your military service, such as a memorable event or the listing of your personal decorations.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Chapter President or his designee’s Endorsement: I have reviewed the subject veteran’s discharge papers and certify the 

above information is correct. I further certify that his discharge was other than dishonorable and discharge papers indicate he 

was awarded or authorized one or more of the following campaign medals: a Vietnam Service Medal OR a Vietnam Campaign 

Medal AND a National Defense Service Medal.  

Chapter President Signature: _______________________________________Date signed: __________________________ 

 
Email Address: Chapter: _________________________________________ 

Once the Vietnam War Veterans Corps Form is completed and saved, “VetCorps@sar.org. Click to Print” to create a 

paper copy for your records. Use “Click to Email” to facilitate the sending of your survey to the NSSAR Veterans 

Recognition Chairman. Send it as an email attachment to If it is possible to include the Vietnam War Veterans Corps 

Survey form in the Hoosier Patriot, the address to which completed submissions can be mailed is: 

 

Compatriot Jim Arnold 

320 Poplar Dr. 

Ellettsville IN  47429-1010 
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Get to know INSSAR.org 
Our Indiana SAR website is chock full of helpful information. You should take some time to get to 
know it. All sorts of information is available including our calendar of events, Patriot Graves registry 
information, Color Guard information, and even a beautiful display and  description of Indiana Soci-
ety SAR Awards and Recognition. The all new look of 2013 is something to see!  

Take the following link to see what you have been missing. Go ahead, the newsletter will wait right 
here for you to return!  www.inssar.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.inssar.org
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INSSAR LADIES AUXILIARY 
 

The Indiana Ladies 

Auxiliary Sons of 

the American Revo-

lution, assists Indi-

ana Society with 

programs, fund rais-

ing, historical edu-

cation and carrying 

out its mission of 

inspiring patriotism and informing oth-

ers of the contributions of our patriot 

ancestors. Membership in the Auxiliary 

is open to the wives, mothers, daugh-

ters, sisters, aunts, nieces and other 

women relatives of members of the 

Sons of the American Revolution. 
 

The Auxiliary meets quarterly during 

the INSSAR House of Delegates meet-

ings. In addition to conducting busi-

ness, the ladies often have their own 

programs and speakers.  The  Indiana 

Ladies Auxiliary website: 

http://inssar.org/sar_auxiliary.aspx 

April Legler, Martha Barnhart and 

Dixie Oberlin receive medal of ser-

vice awards from the Indiana Socie-

ty Sons of the American  Revolu-

tion. INSSAR State Vice President 

Stuart Hart presents the ladies with 

their awards. 

 

Indiana Society Color Guard 

The Indiana Society Color Guard is proba-

bly best known for the color and pageantry 

their uniforms and flags bring to a parade, 

grave dedication or other community 

event. Emotions can range anywhere from 

children's questions and smiles to tears 

from a veteran's pride and memories. 

While all of this is true and important, one 

cannot overlook the wonderful side effect 

of fellowship with others who share com-

mon interests and passions. 

 

New members are encouraged for local and statewide participation. There are loan-

er uniforms available and participation and travel is limited only by your own time 

and energy. Please consider serving in the Color Guard and experiencing the fel-

lowship of your compatriots and the appreciation of your community.  

Contact Color Guard Commander Stuart Hart for more information (317) 849-0882 

or sar.stuart@gmail.com  

The Hoosier Patriot is a publication by and for the compatriots of the Indiana Society. Contributions of original, previously 

unpublished materials are welcomed and encouraged. Photos must have at least a paragraph describing the depicted event. 

Deadline for submitting material is 45 days prior to the upcoming quarterly House of Delegates meeting.  

If you no longer wish to receive the Hoosier Patriot, please reply to this email with "Unsubscribe" in the subject line. 

Hoosier Patriot Editor: Jeff Hornung, 4632 W 1120 N, New Palestine, IN 46163: Email: jeff-hornung@comcast.net 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

 

Benjamin Franklin Chapter --- Jack Richard Shields 
 

Clarence A. Cook Chapter  --- Don Forest Hedges 
 

Daniel Guthrie Chapter  ---  Bart Harrison Dye 

 
George Rogers Clark Chapter  --- Marshall Eldon Miller 

 

An estimated 3,500 veterans of the American Revolution are buried in the 

State of Indiana. The Indiana Society Sons of the American Revolution has 

cataloged over 2,200 such graves and posted relative information at http://

graves.inssar.org. 

mailto:sar.stuart@gmail.com
http://graves.inssar.org

